
LONGFORD MUNICIPAL DISTRICT
Minutes of Meeting of Longford Municipal District held via MS Teams 
on Wednesday, 24th February 2021 at 4.30 p.m.

CATHAOIRLEACH:

Councillor Peggy Nolan

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors – Seamus Butler, Martin Monaghan, 
John Browne Uruemu Adejinmi, Gerry Warnock, 
Gerry Hagan 
IN ATTENDANCE: 


Mr. John Brannigan, Director of Services.





Mr. Eamonn Bennett, Senior Executive Engineer. 






Mr. Brian Faughnan, Executive Engineer.





Ms. Ann Marie Mc Keon, Administrative Officer.






Ms. Lorraine Mc Kee, Administrative Officer.

MEETINGS 
ADMINISTRATOR:

Ms. Anne Lee

ADOPTION OF MINUTES – circulated.

On the proposal of Councillor Gerry Warnock seconded by Councillor Seamus Butler, it was unanimously agreed to adopt Minutes of Longford Municipal District Meeting held on the 
27th January 2021. 
MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES.

Flooding at Shannonvale.
Councillor Gerry Warnock asked if there was any update on the recent flooding at Shannonvale.  John Brannigan replied that an agreement has been reached by all parties involved as to how it can be resolved.

DECLARATION OF INTEREST BY MEMBERS.

None.
MANAGEMENT REPORT INCORPORATING AREA ENGINEER’S PROGRESS REPORT – circulated.

The Management Report, as circulated, was noted.

Eamonn Bennett informed the members that the Roads Crew will be taking down the Christmas lights as some of them had got damaged. 

Extension to Public Consultation on N4 Mullingar to Roosky Bypass.
Councillor Martin Monaghan proposed that a letter be sent from Longford MD seeking an extension to the Public Consultation deadline of the 19th March 2021.  Councillor Seamus Butler seconded this proposal.

Councillor Seamus Butler requested that more visible maps be put on display in public buildings e.g. Providers building.

John Brannigan stated that a letter will be forwarded to the Road Design Office in Westmeath County Council on behalf of Longford MD requesting that the deadline for submissions be extended. 
NOTICES OF MOTIONS.
Road Sweeper – Newtownforbes.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor John Browne and seconded by Councillor Peggy Nolan
“I call on Longford County Council to send the Road Sweeper to Newtownforbes and Drumlish once a month to undertake a clean-up.”

Eamon Bennett replied that the road sweeper is used for the street cleaning programme in Longford Town and the roundabouts on the N4 bypass as well as special requests for road sweeping from Tidy Town groups and housing estate committees and associations.    Our current resources are at full capacity and we are not in a position to add scheduled road sweeping duties in the district without removing some area from the current programme.  However, we do respond to special requests from Newtownforbes Tidy Towns.   Almost all the roads in Drumlish Village are in the Granard Municipal District which is not the responsibility of Longford Municipal District. 
Boundary – Canal Walk and Farneyhoogan Estate. 

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor Gerry Warnock and seconded by Councillor Seamus Butler
“I am calling on Longford MD to carry out works to secure the boundary between The Longford Royal Canal Walk and Farneyhoogan Estate. The deterioration of the hedgerow between the estate and the canal walk has turned into a “rat run” that has resulted in an exponential growth in antisocial activity in the area at great annoyance and distress to some of the more vulnerable residents. I would suggest a combination of durable fencing and native hedgerow planting be used as secure boundary treatment.”

Eamon replied that he inspected the boundary between the Canal walk and Farneyoogan Estate regards the unauthorised access between the estate and the canal walk onto Canal Court towards Farnagh. 

The existing boundary along the Canal Walk is a mature hedgerow with a couple of gaps in the hedgerow.  Councillors in the Municipal District raised this issue in the past and a number of steel pedestrian barriers were installed to close off the gaps in the hedgerow.   Somebody smashed the pedestrian barrier in the gap nearest the Canal Court estate on the opposite side of the canal to re-establish the unauthorised access.
It isn’t possible to plant any shrubs in the existing hedgerow since there is “no space to plant shrubs” except at the location of the damaged barrier.    The shrubs could possibly be vandalised based following our experience with the pedestrian barrier.   The same will apply to any fencing installed at this location.     Moreover, we can’t secure the boundary to the Farneyoogan Estate as there is an existing entrance onto the Canal Walk approximately 60m from the location of the unauthorised access.
The Chairperson of the Farneyhoogan Residents Association submitted correspondence dated January 21st of this year objecting to Longford County Council’s plan to remove the hedgerow and install a new fence and walkway due to their experience of anti-social behaviour and the damage caused to local wildlife.

Eamon suggested that the members of the Longford Municipal District arrange a meeting with the Residents Association to try and resolve the matter of anti-social behaviour.

Councillors Seamus Butler and Gerry Warnock agreed to raise this matter at the JPC meeting on the 1st March and Councillor Butler said they will organise a meeting with the Residents Association through Councillor Peggy Nolan.

Placename Signs at Shroid and Corboy.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor Gerry Hagan and seconded by Councillor Seamus Butler
“I call on Longford MD to Erect place name signs at Shroid and Corboy”

Eamonn Bennett stated that once the exact place name signs are agreed at Shroid and Corboy with representatives in the community, the Council will install the necessary signage.
Letters of Recognition.
 
On the proposal of the Cathaoirleach, Councillor Peggy Nolan, it was unanimously agreed that a letter of appreciation be sent to Sean & Mary Hussey in recognition of the on-line concert they provide every Sunday evening from their home and which bring so much enjoyment to their audience. 

 

On the proposal of the Cathaoirleach, Councillor Peggy Nolan, it was unanimously agreed that a letter of appreciation be sent to Latin Swaris in recognition of his promotion of the County through the lens of his camera.   The members agreed that Latin’s photographs display all that is beautiful in the county.  

These proposals were unanimously agreed by all the members.

Irish Water.
Councillor Peggy Nolan stated that she received a phone call from a resident living in Clondra who was on the Lanesboro Water Line and was changed to the Newtownforbes line.  The water is hard, and the resident would like to know if they are going to be moved back to the Lanesboro line?
John Brannigan agreed that this issue will be raised with Irish Water.

Cian McPhillips. Elite Micro Meet in the National Indoor Arena on the 20th February. 

Councillor Martin Monaghan stated that Cian McPhillips was the talk of the athletics world on Saturday after his record breaking exploits in the 800 metres race at the Elite Micro Meet in the National Indoor Arena.

Councillor Monaghan stated that he will be requesting that Longford County Council should acknowledge this fantastic achievement. 
This concluded the business of the meeting.



Anne Lee
Signed: ____________________
             Anne Lee,

Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Longford Municipal District Meeting held on the 
24th March 2021.

    Peggy Nolan
Signed: _______________

             Cathaoirleach.
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